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“7 Churches, 1 MISSION, Stronger Together”
December 15th, 2024 ger Tog
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Third Sunday of Advent M
Holy Family, Amherst | St. Thomas Aquinas, Joggins | St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro | St. Thomas More, Pugwash | St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert | St. John the Baptist, Springhill | St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
ASP CENTRAL OFFICE:

63 Church St., P.O. Box 1075, Amherst, NS B4H 4E2 | Phone: 902-667-2523 | Email: office@allsaintsparishcc.ca
Office Hours - 9am to 1pm, Monday to Friday
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AllSaintsParishCumberlandCountyNovaScotia Website: www.allsaintsparishcc.ca
Prayer Line: 902-664-9396 Society St. Vincent de Paul Help Line: 902-661-0433

Pastors: Fr. Charles Udeh and Fr. Anthony Aguka

Deacons: Howard Gotell and Mike Lynch | Temporal Administrator: Manson Gloade | Caretaker: Laurie Perry | Operations Assistant: Raissa Hart

MASS TIMES

Saturday, December 14 Sunday, December 15 Tuesday-Friday, December 17-20
11am - Funeral Mass - 9am - Mass - Parrsboro Tues: 3pm - Mass - Parrsboro (Advent Reconciliation Service)
Pugwash 9am - Mass - Pugwash Tues: 6:30pm - Mass - Springhill (Advent Reconciliation Service)

Wed: 4pm - Mass - Amherst (Advent Reconciliation Service)
Wed-Fri: 12:15pm - Mass - Amherst
Fri: 9am - Mass - Pugwash

4pm - Mass - River Hebert
4:30pm - Mass - Amherst
6:30pm - Mass - Streets
Ridge

11am - Mass - Springhill
11:15am - Mass - Amherst

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Come and have a quiet hour of adoration, prayer and meditation before our Lord Jesus and receive peace and
strength for your daily life challenges. Everyone is welcomed and all will be filled with

the Lord’s presence! COME TO ME
Holy Family, Amherst: Mondays at 9:30am followed by CORE meeting AQBLI'?EU"&?VL&‘?ER",
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St. Thomas More, Pugwash: Fridays at 9:30am
St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro: On hold until further notice

COLLECTION UPDATE - December 7/8
Total Weekly $4,593.05
Amherst: $2,656.50 Pugwash: $540.50 Streets Ridge: $290.00 Joggins: $154.25
Springhill: $291.85 Parrsboro: $515.00 River Hebert: $145.00 Shared: -
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, through the Divine Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we pray for the
grace to understand your will for our parish, All Saints Parish. You call us to embrace the “New
Evangelization” and to be laborers in your vineyard. We are mindful that the Holy Spirit is the principal
agent of evangelization without whom we labor in vain. And so, we ask you to breathe into us your Holy
Spirit as in a new Pentecost that we may experience the depth of your love and be filled with the faith and
apostolic zeal we need to share the good news of Jesus, your son.

Amen

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SICK PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Kim Caven; Doris Murray; Doug Pineau Joseph “Gus” Gosselin; Mary Fleury; Jim Merriam;
Sally MacArthur, aunt of John Gillis




Welcome to the Family - We would like to have you join our faith family by going to our website and filling out the
parishioners welcome form at www.allsaintsparishcc.ca, or pick up a copy at your local church. If you have any questions
about our community or how to register as a family member, please contact the Central Office at 902-667-2523.

Baptism Preparation — If you plan to celebrate the Baptism of your child this coming year, we invite you to pick up (or request
to be mailed) a baptismal preparation package. Baptism preparation courses are run throughout the year. Please contact the
Central Office and we will be happy to assist in registering you for the next available session.

Baptisms Celebrated during Mass - Our practice is to celebrate baptisms with the whole community so all can participate,
enjoy and welcome the children into our family of God. Celebrating this sacrament with the faith community is an important
first step in a child’s faith journey.

SSVP - Holy Family SSVP meetings take place on the last Monday of the month at 6:30pm. New volunteers are always
welcome!

Truth & Reconciliation - Generally, we meet at Holy Family Church on the 2nd Friday of the month at 10:30am. Come and See
what we’re all about!

Prayer Group Ministry - Mary, Mother of Mercy prayer group invites one and all to an evening of scripture, song, and prayer to
celebrate our anticipation and joy at our Savior’s coming at Christmas. December 19 is the date beginning at 7 PM in Holy
Family Church. All are welcome, especially families. Light refreshments follow in the church hall.

Youth Faith Formation

JAM! EDGE!
Pizza party (for those who registered) this Saturday See you on January 4, 2025!
at 2:30pm at Holy Family! Remember your prayer challenge and have a
Merry Christmas!
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults @

Last weekend we formally welcomed Arlene MacDonald of Saint Thomas More Church, Pugwash at the mass held there, and
Jodie Simon and son Quincy of St. John the Baptist Church, Springhill at mass at Holy Family, Amherst. Please continue
d@ to pray for our candidates as they journey toward full membership in the Church.
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ASParish Truth & Reconciliation

. In 2022, Canada Post issued a new
Sgt. Tommy Prince was a member of .
. . stamp to remember and honor his
the Brokenhead Ojibway Nation at . .
: life and achievements. Post-war, he
Scanterbury, Manitoba. At the age

of 24, in 1940, he enlisted in the
army. He served as a

and other Indigenous Veterans were
excluded from Legion Halls because

i . they served alcohol, so information
reconnaissance expert in what was .
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Brigade. He was awarded 11 medals .
not able to be accessed there. Their
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for his service in WWII and the

. . exclusion from places where alcohol
Korean War. His service shows a L.
. . was served was a restriction placed
great commitment to his country. .
on them by the Indian Act.




Week In Advance Readings—Take Time in Prayer

December 22, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Advent
FIRST READING—MICAH 5.2-5a

PSALM—80 “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.”
SECOND READING—HEBREWS 10.5-10

GOSPEL—LUKE 1.39-45

“Why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?”

MASS INTENTIONS—ASPARISH

If vou would like to have a mass said for a loved one, contact the Central Office. The stipend is $10.00

DAY DATE/TIME CHURCH MASS FOR Priest OFFERED BY:
Saturday 14 4:00 pm 5t. Paul the Apostle Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Viola Corbett
14 4:30 pm Holy Family Madeleine Vautour Fr. Charles Aris Legere
14 6:30 pm St. Cornelius Albert Doucette Fr. Charles Stewart Feeley
Sunday 19 9:00 am St Brigid's Connor Jones and Family (Living) Fr. Anthony Adam and Rachel Hunter
15 9:00 am St. Thomas More Leo Feeley Fr. Charles Stewart Feeley
15 11:00 am St. John the Baptist Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Liz McGregor
15 11:15 am Holy Family Mary (Leblanc) Comeau Fr. Charles Nancy Ralston and Karen Trueman
Tuesday 17 3:00 pm |St Brigid's Jim Hunter Fr. Charles Adam and Rachel Hunter
Tuesday 17 6:30 pm  [St. John the Baptist Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Barb McLeod
Wednesday 18 4:00 pm  |Holy Family Alan Melanson Fr. Anthony Viola Corbett
Thursday 19 12:15 pm |Holy Family Peter LeBlanc Fr. Charles Glen and Anita White
Friday 20 9:00 am |St. Thomas More Nick Korkus and Family (Living) Fr. Charles Adam and Rachel Hunter
Friday 20 12:15 pm |Holy Family Linda and Terry Neves Fr. Anthony Linda Ward
Saturday 21 4:00 pm St. Paul the Apostle Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Judy Little
21 430 pm Haly Family Madeleine Vautour Fr. Charles Glen and Anita White
21 6:30 pm St. Cornelius Arthur Legere Fr. Charles Ben Legere
Sunday 22 9:00 am St. Brigid's Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Mary Mother of Mercy Prayer Group
22 9:00 am St. Thomas More Kora Primier and Family (Living) Fr. Charles Adam and Rachel Hunter
22 11:00 am 5t John the Baptist Peter LeBlanc Fr. Anthony Cheryl and Stephen Burke
22 11:15 am Holy Family Mary (Leblanc) Comeau Fr. Charles Nancy Ralston and Karen Trueman

Mass intentions scheduled on days when mass is unexpectedly cancelled will be rescheduled for a later date.

Eucharistic Congress- Catechetical Sessions
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A On Saturday afternoon at the Congress, Archbishop Paul-André Durocher said this: “/ think in heaven,

- [
EUCharlSth Jesus is singing this song, and he has people singing it with him. And what he wants is for us on earth to
Congress 2024 start singing this song with him too. | think that’s what the Eucharist is about.”

As we gather for the Eucharist each week, we pray, listen and sing in “one” voice to our heavenly Father,
his Son and Holy Spirit.

Thank you for helping us reap our rights together!

REAP!NG

OUR RIGHTS

In Laudate Deum, Pope Francis reminds us that “everything is connected”
and “no one is saved alone” (LD, 19). This is why peasant farmers in the
Global South need our solidarity to ensure that their rights are respected.

“The rights enshrined in UNDROP provide a clear pathway for peasants
in countries like Nigeria to enjoy access to land, and the gifts of nature,
. and to live in dignity. They expect Canada to make laws to hold her

_ | companies accountable and prevent them from polluting the

' environments and abusing people and the planet in our country.”

p' . — Nnimmo Bassey, Executive Director, HOMEF

If you haven’t already done so, please sign our campaign letter at
devp.org/act to ask Canada to adopt mandatory human rights and

environmental due diligence legislation.
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Development
and Peace

CARITAS CANADA



http://www.devp.org/act
http://www.devp.org/act

In Our Communities...

Notice!

Offertory envelopes for 2025 are available for pick up!
Your number should be the same as last year, however, for
the first few weeks of 2025 we ask that you write your
name on your envelope. If you are on PAR, we have special
collection sets to allow you to contribute to the Special
Collections, such as heat and cemetery. Call the office
and we will get a set ready for you with your assigned
donation number.

The ASP Central Office will be closed from December 24, 2024
through to January 1, 2025, reopening at 9am on January 2, 2025.

There will be no bulletin the weekend of December 28 and 29,
2024.

If you have any news or messages you would like to
communicate to the parish between now and the new year,
please have it into the office no later than 12pm on Wednesday,
December 18 to ensure it is included in the December 21/22
bulletin.

Thank you!

What is Stewardship?

Many see the Cross of Jesus Christ as the single event that assures our redemption and salvation.
However, in His 3 years’ public ministry of teaching, healing and service, Jesus gave himself
completely to save all God’s people and gave us the promise of eternal life. His entire life that led
to the Coss is a sacrifice freely given by His Father on our behalf. How then can we “Not” return a
portion of our Time, Talent and Treasure to Him from a spirit of appreciation and gratitude?

- Deacon Howard

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
In All Saints Parish, we know some parishioners cannot attend our weekly Eucharistic celebrations due to illness, age
and disability. As faith communities we need to ensure they remain connected with their faith family. In the New Year,
we will be speaking about this important ministry. We know some parishioners across Cumberland are not receiving
Communion on a regular basis. Should you know someone not receiving Communion, please advise the central
office. We also ask for parishioners across the county to offer their Time and Talent for this valuable pastoral outreach.
In the meantime, please keep our sick and shut in parishioners in your daily prayer during the Christmas season.
Thank you.

Advent Reconciliation Services and Confession

Reconciliation services have
been scheduled for each
church community during

Confessio
Forgiveness
Conversion

Advent. All services are
included in the December
mass calendar.

Forgivene
Reconciliatiol

Reconciliation

Attend the service of
your choice and receive

. the sacrament of
Forgiveness

Penance reconciliation as you

prepare for Christmas.

Knights of Columbus - Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
Thank you to everyone who entered!

Merry Christmas!

Knights of Columb

Keep Christ
in Christmas




Father Charles

HOMILY OF THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C.

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18
Responsorial Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18.

THEME: REMAIN ALWAYS HAPPY AND JOYFUL IN THE LORD!

On this day, the third Sunday of Advent, the Church bids us to rejoice in the Lord. Gaudate in domino semper -
Rejoice always in the Lord - | say to you, always rejoice in the Lord. Our God is faithful, he never fails. We connect
to the rose candle of Joy lit today. Every child of God is a child of hope, and hope brings joy, peace and love.
Emmanuel’s birth is near!

The first reading captures the festive mood of this season and so calls us to shout for joy! This is because Our Lord,
the Prince of justice, liberation, and peace is ready to visit us personally if we are ready and disposed to welcome
Him. If you have not done your Advent reconciliation, there is still time; please do not miss to go to confession this
season.

The psalmist encourages us to “Sing and shout for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy one of Israel.” Yes, the one
we are waiting for shows us His mercy, compassion and love. This is a time for us to make ourselves ready to
celebrate cheerfully, joyfully, and peacefully the birth of Jesus, the Son of God.

Paul, in the second reading, understood our needs and insisted “/ want you to be happy always in the Lord. | repeat,
what | want is your happiness.” Beloved in Christ, REMAIN ALWAYS HAPPY AND JOYFUL IN THE LORD. DO NOT LET
ANY FORM OF PROBLEM OR DIFFICULTY TAKE AWAY YOUR PEACE AND JOY!

The joy we talk about here is that which proceeds from a very strong faith in God. It is a true joy that comes from
belief that God’s promises never fail. It is that joy that comes with peace and strengthens the soul. It is the joy of
our salvation (Ps 51:12), and a gift from God.

In the Gospel, after preaching the good news of repentance, John the Baptist enkindled a great yearning for change
in his listeners that they become inquisitive on what to do to be saved, to have inner peace and joy that come from
the Lord. Could you pause a moment in your heart and ask “What must | do?”. Dear friends, for our joy and peace
to be complete this season and forever, we must be charitable, forgiving, just, and modest in our actions. We need
to seek reconciliation with those we have indifference with, and live in peace with them. We need to avoid doing
anything that could make life difficult for others. In these ways, Christ will find a home in our hearts at Christmas
and forever.




Holy Family Church, Amherst

Holy Family CWL AN Knights of Columbus Council 2916
Next executive meeting: January 2025 2R Next regular meeting:
Christmas Dinner: December 15, 1pm \ /
Next week! . .
L . Donations for the purchase of Christmas
Advent Reconciliation Service
Wednesday, December 18, 2024 flowers can be made mn your name or i
4p memory of someone. Please put your name

m
o let on the envelope and a note mside indicating
m m in whose name the donation should be
listed. This will'be posted 1n the bulletin at
Reconciliation will be offered by

Father Charles, Father Anthony, Father Henry and Father Jim Christmas and on screen at HOly FamllY-

CHRISTMAS CHEER

THIS WEEK, WE are asain asking For your ponarion OF

0ranges and APPLES

0ranges: 2 Or 3LB Bag
MONETAry Donarions are aLso B€iNg acCepTED!
THE COST OF @ COMPLETE BOX IS $100. TUrKEYS/Hams are $20.

Anyone wishing to go caroling and bring Christmas cheer
to older parishioners and shut-ins, please join us after the
4:30 mass on

Saturday, December 21
in the church parking lot.
The more the merrier!
Everyone is welcome to join the fun!

Food and Fellowship!
[ I was
hunﬂry { Our Tuesday Luncheons at Holy Family have concluded for the Christmas break.
and you Luncheons will resume Tuesday, January 14, 2025 from 11:30am to 1pm and extend to

the end of April. The pastoral team is aware of some pending retirements from this valuable
ministry and outreach. A meeting of existing team members will take place in early January
to determine the future direction of this ministry. Please consider offering gifts of Time and

| Talent to ensure this outreach continues. We express our deep appreciation to the existing
e team that provides nutritious lunches each week.

Blessings to you from our pastoral team.




St. Thomas Aquinas, Joggins

St. Thomas More, Pugwash

St. Thomas Aquinas is
celebrating its 130th
Anniversary on
Christmas Eve, December
24th, 2024!

We invite all those in our parish and our
larger community to join us in this
celebration and to mark Christmas Eve
2024 on December 24th at 6:30 pm. We
welcome all, of all walks of life and faith
beliefs. Our doors are always open to
new friends!

HapP

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO
ATTEND THIS SPECIAL OCCASION IN
THIS COMMUNITY!

The funeral of
Joseph “Gus” Gosselin

will be held at St. Thomas More Church
on

Saturday, December 14 at 11am.

A reception will follow in the church hall.
All are welcome to attend.

S

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro

St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Next week!

Advent Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, December 17, 2024

3pm

PN

Next week!
Advent Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, December 17, 2024
5:30pm

Mass will follow at 6:30pm

S leot




| ]

o

o\
) R

\[ 'T[
AR
\“k\
* M




