All Saints Parish ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

December 3rd 2023 “7 Churches, 1 MISSION, Stronger Together”
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lSt Sllﬂday O.f AdVeﬂ t December 8th - Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Fr. Gregory Agyeman Telephone: 902-667-2523 Email: office@allsaintsparishcc.ca
Parish Life Coordinator: Glenna O'Quinn Telephone: 902-667-2523 Email: pastoral@allsaintsparishcc.ca
Bookkeeper: Evelyn Currie Telephone: 902-667-5244 Email: finance@allsaintsparishcc.ca
Caretaker: Laurie Perry Telephone: 902-667-2523 Email: office@allsaintsparishcc.ca
Operations Assistant: Raissa Hart Telephone: 902-667-2523 Email: office@allsaintsparishcc.ca
ASP CENTRAL OFFICE: WEEKEND MASSES - DECEMBER 2 and 3
63 Church St., P.O. Box 1075, Amherst, NS B4H 4E2 Saturday
Office Hours - 9am to 1pm, Monday - Friday 3:00pm - St. Thomas Aquinas Sacristy, Joggins LS

4:30pm - Holy Family, Amherst Mass

Facebook: 6:30pm - St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge Mass
www.facebook.com/
AllSaintsParishCumberlandCountyNovaScotia Sunday
Website: 9:00am - St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro LS
www.allsaintsparishcc.ca 9:00am - St. Thomas More, Pugwash Mass
PRAYER LINE: 11:00am - St. John the Baptist, Springhill LS
902-664-9396 11:15am - Holy Family, Amherst Mass
SOCIETY ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HELP LINE: 3:30pm - Ecumenical Service, Holy Family, Amherst
902'661 '0433 * Precious Blood will not be distributed at weekend Masses as few parishioners

are consuming it and we are in the season of respiratory illness. *

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Father Gregory will be celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation before
Mass on Saturday afternoons from 3:15—4:15 pm at Holy Family or by request on weekdays or weekends
or by appointment.

Baptism Preparation — If you plan to celebrate the Baptism of your child this coming year, we invite all parents to
pick up (or request to be mailed) a baptismal preparation package. Baptism preparation courses are run throughout
the year and we will be happy to assist in registering you for the next available session. Please contact the Central
Office if you need a package or have any other questions regarding baptismal preparation.

Baptisms Celebrated during Mass - Our practice is that Baptisms are celebrated with the whole community who
can participate, enjoy and welcome the children into our family of God. Celebrating this sacrament with the faith com-
munity is an important first step in a child’s faith journey.

ASPARISH COLLECTION UPDATE—November 25/26 Weekend

Total Parish Weekly Collection $3,954.70 (vs. BUDGET projection $4,624.20) UNDER BY $669.50
Ambherst ($2,559.35), Pugwash ($9.25), Springhill ($231.85) Parrsboro ($680.00), Joggins ($334.25),
River Hebert ($140.00) and Streets Ridge ( -)

The Diocesan Mission Collection commenced on November 24th. For more information, see the insert in this bulletin.

YOUTH FAMILY FAITH FORMATION @ Holy Family Church
Join us at 10:30 for a snack and at 10:45 we’ll begin our drama session happening on the first Sunday of Advent! Don’t
forget to bring a donation for our Chalice Children!
** There will be no J.A.M. session on December 10th **

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Sunday mornings from 9-11am at Holy Family. Last class before Christmas is December 17th, resuming on
January 7, 2024!

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SICK PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Sylvia Belliveau, Vera Comeau, Gerry Cormier, Julie Goldstein, Dea- Gerald Carter, Lillian Bray Sherman Little, Audra
con Howard Gotell, Gerald Gouchie, Brenda Grant, Simone Lirette, / ’ ’

Michele Maltby-LeBlanc, Bernadette O’Brien and Glenna O’Quinn Jur y, an d Edie Arseneault




Synodal Prayer

We stand before You, Holy Sprit as we gather together in Your Name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead
us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not

stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen

Welcome to the Family - We would like to have you join our faith family by going to our website and filling out the parishioners wel-
come form at www.allsaintsparishcc.ca, or pick up a copy at your local church. If you have any questions about our community or how to
register as a family member, please contact the Central Office at 902-667-2523.

Knights of Columbus - Regular Council Meeting is the 4th Thursday of Month. If you are interested in becoming a Knight visit
kofc.org or contact Gary Graham, Grand Knight at 902-614-4160.

Holy Family CWL - The CWL Christmas Dinner will be held on December 10th at 1:00pm. Tickets are $25.00.
We are looking for new members and volunteers! If you are interested in helping with various charitable events and are not a member, we
would love to talk to you! Please contact the office for more information.

SSVP - saint Vincent de Paul meetings are held on the 4th Monday of every month.

Prayer Group Ministry - Regular weekly meetings of the Prayer Group are Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00pm at Holy Family
Church. The disciples asked Jesus, “Where do you live?” His response was simple by saying “Come, and See.” All are invited to perhaps give
Praise and Worship to the Lord in a less formal way through Song, Word and Sharing.

Holy Family Mass Choirs— WELCOME!! Wwe are looking for new members to join our Holy Family choirs on Saturday or Sunday.
Sunday Choir practices on Wednesday evenings at 6pm at Holy Family with Choir Director Lisa Baldwin. Saturday Choir please speak to
Janice Melanson or Glen White before or after Mass on Saturday to find out more details of joining in song!! We are really looking for-
ward to expanding and hope you will consider this as a way to serve the Lord at church!!

Eucharistic Adoration

Come and have a quiet hour of adoration, prayer and medita-

tion before our Lord Jesus and receive peace and strength for COME To ME,
your daily life challenges. Everyone is welcomed and all will be ALL YOU WHO LABOR
filled with the Lord’s presence! AND ARE HEAVY LADEN,

Holy Family, Amherst: Mondays 9:30-10:30am AND I WILL
St. Thomas More, Pugwash: Fridays 9:30-10:30am GIVE YOU REST.

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro: Paused through the winter; will MATTHEW 11:28
resume in the Spring. >

e

Ecumenical Service - 1st Sunday of Advent
Holy Family Church will host an Ecumenical Service on behalf of the Amherst Ministerial Association. The service
takes place Sunday, December 3rd at 3:30pm. The Advent season is a time of anticipation, promise and hope. The
hand of God is at work from the beginning to influence the direction of humankind. The birth of a Saviour repre-
sents that change. Our service will reveal God’s hand over time in song, word and prayer. Plan to attend this service
to begin your Advent journey. Light refreshments and fellowship will follow the service.
*Note that this service is in addition to the regular Sunday morning Mass at Holy Family.

k[{ Feast of Immaculate Conception
""‘.k B On Friday, December 8th, the Rosary will be led by Mary Mother of Mercy Prayer Group beginning at 9:40am. The
Rosary will be followed by a Service of the Word with Communion to celebrate this feast of our Blessed Mother.

Celebration of Christmas Joy

Mary Mother of Mercy Prayer Group are hasting an evening of caroling and readings beginning at 7:00pm on Thursday, December 14th
at Holy Family Church. This is a family gathering leading to a-wonderful celebration of the Christmas season. Children and all parishioners
of All Saints Parish of Cumberland are welcome. Come, see and participate in this joyous evening.

The symbol to the left is a picture of a commemorative Aboriginal Veteran's pin. It features a dream catcher, which is commonly recog-
nized as an Indigenous symbol, two feathers, the Legion poppy in the center, an Inukshuk and a Metis sash surrounding the dream catch-
2\ er and poppy. The pin recognizes the contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Metis veterans. The two feathers and Inukshuk represent
First Nations people and the Inuit. Source: Jazmin Tremblay, Lakeland Today Nov. 10, 2021.

m ASParish Truth & Reconciliation
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Prayer
Heavenly Father, through the Divine Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we pray for the grace to understand your

will for our parish, All Saint Parish. You call us to embrace the “New Evangelization” and to be laborer's in your vineyard. We
are mindful that the Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization without whom we labor in vain. And so, we ask you to
breath into us your Holy Spirit as in a new Pentecost that we may experience
the depth of your love and be filled with the fits and apostolic zeal we need to share the good news of Jesus, your son.

Amen

MASS INTENTIONS—ASPARISH
If you would like to have a mass said for a loved one, contact the Central Office. The cost is $10.00

Saturday 0z 4:30 pm  |Holy Family Holy Souls of Purgatory  |Fr. Gregory Kathy Gardiner
02 630 pm |5t Cornelius Pauline Griffiths Fr. Gregory Holy Family CWL
Sunday 03 9:00 am |St. Thomas More lwona Duszek (Living) [Fr. Gregory Adam Hunter
03 11:15am [Holy Family Reqginald Mason Fr. Gregory Leona Mason
Vied. 06 10:00 am [Holy Family Ronald "Frenchie" Comeau|Fr. Gregory Holy Family CWL
Thurs. a7 10:00 am |Holy Family Marcella Landry Fr. Gregory Wenda Landry
Friday 08 10:00 am  |Holy Family Pauline Griffiths Fr. Gregory | Peter and Connie Leblanc
Saturday 09 4:30 pm  [Holy Family Mark Mead Fr. Gregory Judy Napadek
09 630 pm |5t Cornelius Pauline Griffiths Fr. Gregory Shirley Leblanc
Sunday 10 900 am |St Brigid's Dr_Brian Ferguson Fr. Gregory Frank Allen
10 11:15 am [Holy Family Angus Brown Fr. Gregory Mary Brown

Christmas Cheer!

The Amherst Ministerial Association is well into their annual Christmas Cheer Collection. With-
out this program, many families in the town and immediate area would go without a special din-
ner on Christmas Day that so many of us take for granted.

This week, Holy Family Church is asking for your donations of
tea and Stovetop Stuffing

A collection box has been put out in the gathering area. If you prefer to make a monetary dona-
tion, just mark your envelope as “Christmas Cheer” and put your name and envelope number on
it. The estimated cost of the food boxes this year is expected to be around $150.00. We are
hopeful the turkey cost will remain at $20.
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§ So many leftovers... so few storage options, Where did all of my containers go?
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If this is a question you’ve been
asking yourself, we might have
the answer.

Come pick up your containers!

[ ] Food and Fellowship!
and you @ Otherwise known as the Tuesday Luncheon will be serving lunch on Tuesdays at Holy S
Sed Family Church. Doors open at 11:00am and lunch is served from 11:30am until 1:00pm.
This is a free will offering.
*Take note that the last luncheon before Christmas will be on December 5th.
Luncheons will resume in the new year on January 9th, 2024.*




Week In Advance Readings—Take Time in Prayer

December 10th, 2023
Second Sunday of Advent
FIRST READING—ISAIAH 40.1-5, 9-11
Psalm—a85 “Show us your steadfast love, O Lord”
SECOND READING—2 Peter 3.8-14
GOSPEL—MARK 1.1-8
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.”

ADVENT

This week we begin the new liturgical year with the celebration of the 1% Sunday of Advent. Our theme for this season of
Advent is the Journey to Joy. During Advent we can celebrate the joy offered by Jesus in coming among us as a human and
thus offering us a relationship with God and one another. As we participate in prayer and liturgical celebrations, we can
anticipate the joy of the second coming of Christ. As Pope Francis said, “Advent is the time we are given to welcome the
Lord who comes to encounter us, and also verify our longing for God, to look forward and prepare ourselves for Christ’s
return.”

Placing straw in the manger before Mass during Advent

When acts of service or kindness are done in honor of Jesus, we place a piece of straw in the manger. Thus when the Christ
Child comes on Christmas Eve, He will find a soft bed of straw to protect Him from the hard boards of the manger. This
simple custom teaches that the acquisition of virtue is the best way to prepare for the Lord's coming. While we give gifts of
straw during Advent, we get to experience Christ’s incomparable self-gift at Christmas and Easter that enable us to be part
of God’s family.

B "N“ XA X i .
S i The Fuendship Tree

Outside the office window at Holy Family, you will find a tree
2B containing wish lists given to us by the Cumberland Homeless-
. ness and Housing Support Association on behalf of their cli-
ents. The lists tied with a ned ribbon are specific to women,
while the lists tied with green ribbon are specific to men.
Please consider taking a list off of this tree and purchasing a
few of the suggested items to help make this season a little
more cheerful for someone who really needs it.

and

BAKE SALE
SATURDAY DECEMBER €

ST BRIGIDS HALL
340 Main st.

11.30-1.00
$8.00

Come on out with friends and family and
enjoy our Christmas tea with us-there

will be a wonderful bake table and you
can pick up some treasures at the new Please place your gift in a gift bag with a tag marked “male” or

to you table “female” and bring it back to the office by

Monday, December 18th. Later that week we will set up a

tree in the hall so our overnight guests will arrive to some
Christmas magic.




PILGRIMAGE TO
MEDJUGORJE

~ Where Our Lady has been appearing daily for over 42 years ~
Closest place to Heaven on earth

May 17 - 27, 2024

Cost CAS$3570 (taxes included)

Included:

* Return airfare from Moncton/Halifax
(Includes Taxes. Security charges. Fuel surcharges)

* Transfers by coach — Split / Medjugorje / Dubrovnik

* Accommeodation based on double or triple occupancy
with private facilities

* Daily breakfast and dinner

* Experienced professional local guide

Not included:

* Optional single room supplementary $250.00

* Optional Deluxe package insurance incl. trip cancellation,
medical, lost baggage, air flight accident:
Ages 0-59 $375; 60-64 $425: 65-69 §495; 70-79 $650:

A deposit of $700.00 guarantees you a spot. Balance due March 17, 2024
Paviment by e-transfer, bank transfer or cheque - CAD $3570.00

Pilgrimage coordinator: Hector Caissie
Tel: 506-857-2295 / Email: hectorcaissie@gmail.com

¥

TRAVELS INCC.

3085 Hurontario Street, Suite 206, Mississauga, Ontario L5A 4G2
Tel: 905-279-8000 Toll Free: 1-888-463-3637
Email: remyp@sympatico.ca
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Monday, Becemben 4th
at 7 pm
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S Keep Christ
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Faith in Action Family

The Church Choir of Trinity-St. Stephen's United would like to invite you to join us for our annual Service of

Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 17th at 4 pm.
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Come and listen to the hymns and carols

e and hear familiar and contemporary e
% readings as we once again tell the story of ¥
il the birth of the Christ Child. i
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i Admission is free, but donations for the s
s Ambherst Food Assistance Network e
¥ Association are encouraged. ¥
i Everyone is welcome! i
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Archeivcese of | Archidiogiwe

- M = 1559 Brumswick Stroet, Swite 101, Halifax, Nova Scoka, B3) 261
M Halifax-Yarmouth Tel, (502] 4335800 | Fax, (302) 4250907 i

November 25th, 2023

Dear [First Mame],

Ower the past few years, many across the diocese have expenenced hardships from the pandemmc,
to fires and floods, which have left a profound mark on each of us. As a result, an increasing

number of people are expeniencing food msecunty, poverty, and homelessness.

Because of your continued help and support, our Emergency Shelters Program has been able to
provide shelter, access to personal care items and necessities, and help to apply for benefits. As
well this program provides support while helping shelter occupants to find long-term housing and
employment. Furthermore, as a result of the continued and growing need of those expenencing
homelessness, the Emergency Shelters Program added five shelters thas fall. I am also pleased to
say that our Emergency Shelters Program received a grant fo help shelter occupants receive
counsellmg and mental health services. Helping those m need 15 essential In our mussion as
Christians. Through these achons, we follow the Lord’'s command to lock after the homeless and
we help facilitate opportunities for others to encounter, expenence, and come to know Christ.

As we contimue to serve those in need, especially through this Emergency Shelters Program, I ask
that you prayerfully consider donating to our Mission Collection. I am very grateful for any
donations you can give and thank you for your continued support.

You can donate bry:

Mailing the enclosed envelope

Credit card by callmg (902) 429-9800 ext. 125

Giving online at our website: www.hali

Dropping your envelope in the collection at your local panish church

Setting up a monthly Pre-Authonzed Femittance by calling (902) 429-9800 ext. 309

Sending a;ﬂ%—j{rmsfﬁ to finance/@halifaxyarmouth org-In the memo please write
“Mission

Sincerely in Christ,

tBnan Joseph Dunn
Archbishop of Hahfax-Yarmouth
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